Mr. Calabro’s Locality Project: Ideas for Research
 “If no use is made of the labors of the past ages, the world must remain always in the infancy of knowledge.” ~Cicero (106-43 B.C.)
Categories of Inquiry:

· Past Heroic Deeds

· How did our community honor its past citizens’ deeds through statues, monuments, ceremonies, etc.?

· Do these symbols preserve the sense of community?

· What person, past or present, has made an outstanding contribution to the local area?

· History
· How does the history of this area relate to the history of the state? How does the history of this area relate to the history of the country?

· What is the most significant historical event of our local area’s past?

· What areas of town are historically significant?  Should they be preserved as historical sites?

· Does the history of the area contribute a sense of civic pride to those of us who live here?

· Which three people have been most important to the development of the town?

· Citizens

· Why have many citizens remained here for so many years?

· What part should young people play in the development of the area?

· What kind of contributions are our senior citizens (and/or veterans) making in our area?  Are they neglecting us, or are we neglecting them? 

· The Economy

· How did past citizens make a living in relationship to how we work today?

· How did the economy contribute to the community’s population and location?

· Is the economy sufficient to enhance proper growth?

· Environment & Natural Resources

· How has our use of the area’s geography affected our lives today?

· How do water and sewer systems compare with those of the past? 

· How have land use, pollution, energy use, expectations of local government, and local groups’ efforts affected the preservation of items of historical significance?

· Central Issues or Challenges

· What is the central issue or challenge facing this community today?

· How does this central issue or challenge of today differ from the issues & challenges of 20-30 years ago?

· Are any ideas or beliefs that you particularly value threatened by the progress coming to the area?

· Past, Present, and Future

· Is this locality a better place to live in now than in the past?

· Is the area adequate to meet people’s needs in the future?

· Do you want to live your adult life in this locality?  Explain why or why not.

· Do you see the community going the way the founding fathers intended?

· How does our area’s past intervene into its present and future?
· Has the “sense of community” remained over the years, or have people gone their separate ways?
