SENIOR ENGLISH

KING LEAR
What Is Really Important?

Literary Criticism Paper

BACKGROUND:  The Shakespeare plays in Senior English all focus on the unit question, “What Is Really Important?”  Specifically, King Lear explores how Lear needed to experience something different in order to arrive at a new perspective on his life.  In much of the same way, this paper will help you gain a new perspective on specific characters and/or on the play as a whole.  
TASK:

· Print out/copy and read at least 2 essays of literary criticism about the play King Lear. 
·  Select the essay that best helped you understand the play.

· In a 2-3 page paper, discuss at least three main points from the essay that you found to be most interesting.  Support each main point with at least two quotations from the essay. 
· Then, discuss how the essay helped you to understand King Lear more completely, more deeply.  Did it make you know something new about the play?  Did it reinforce something that you already knew? 
· Identify your source according to MLA guidelines.
VOICE:   Seek to develop a scholarly, formal voice.
AUDIENCE:  Instructor and peers. 
ASSESSMENT:








	Element


	Points Possible
	Self Assess
	Teacher Assess

	1. Source of literary criticism is cited according to MLA guidelines.

	10
	
	

	2. Writer identifies and interprets at least three ideas from the source that was found to be interesting and engaging.


	30
	
	

	3. Paper clearly and specifically states the new perspective gained on the play.


	30
	
	

	4. Spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, verb tense, and format enhance readability.  Sentences are fluent, varied, and enhance meaning of task.


	10
	
	

	5. Title captures central idea and plays with language.
6. Marked-up literary criticism source accompanies paper.

	  5
10
	
	

	7. Student conferences with teacher about ideas for this paper.


	  5
	
	

	TOTAL


	100
	
	


Due Date:  April 4, 2008
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