Research Tips: Forensics Task

Mrs. Bachman
I. Employ Smart Searching Techniques
* Use a variety of sources (primary vs. secondary, print vs.

   online, websites, database articles) to achieve a well-

 balanced bibliography. http://www.eatingwellonline.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/eatwellplatelarge.jpg
* Always corroborate (verify) information 

* Practice flexibility with key words (synonyms,

   plural/ singular, general/specific)

* “ ” , *

* Keep a “running bib” during the research process.  

* Use an automatic citation generator
    http://www.pomperaug.com/research/cite.htm
II. Extract Information from a Source

* Recognize plagiarism
http://library.camden.rutgers.edu/EducationalModule/Plagiarism/
* Paraphrase ideas from a source

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/619/01/
Original Source:

Of the more than 1000 bicycling deaths each year, three-fourths are caused by head injuries. Half of those killed are school-age children. One study concluded that wearing a bike helmet can reduce the risk of head injury by 85 percent. In an accident, a bike helmet absorbs the shock and cushions the head. From "Bike Helmets: Unused Lifesavers," Consumer Reports (May 1990): 348.

Take Notes:

Bike deaths= 1,000/yr.

¾ caused by head injuries
½ killed= children
Study= head injuries reduced by 85% w/ helmet
Helmets absorb shock, cushion head
Acceptable Paraphrase:
The use of a helmet is the key to reducing bicycling fatalities, which are due to head injuries 75% of the time. By cushioning the head upon impact, a helmet can reduce accidental injury by as much as 85%, saving the lives of hundreds of victims annually, half of whom are school children ("Bike Helmets" 348).
III. Evaluate Online Sources

* Evaluation Criteria: Authority, Accuracy, Objectivity, Currency
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html
http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/evalcrit.html
* View Powerpoint

* Review Checklist

* Be Mindful of Academic Integrity: Intellectual Property, Citations
* Use O.W.L. Resources to polish your final Works Cited Page.
   
 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
* Sample Works Cited Page http://owl.english.purdue.edu/media/pdf/20091250615234_747.pdf
