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Power Point presentation of a landmark case that changed forensic science
Length of the presentation : 10 minute minimum

Solo project

200 points

DUE Date: Thurs, June 3, 2010
What should you cover in your presentation ?

Case Summary- Summarize the main points of your case

Who is involved in this case ?  Who is important ?


victim(s), perpetrator(s), investigators, family members, etc

What happened ?  Tell the story of your case.  Present the important details of this case: who, what, where, when, why (motive), attempts to cover up the crime, the investigation, etc.

What type of evidence was collected ?  Comment on the quality of the evidence.  Was the evidence well collected and well preserved ?

What type of scientific techniques/instruments/methods were used to study the evidence ?  What was the result of each test?
Were there any unusual twists or turn of events during the crime or investigation ?

Did this case go to trial ?  What happened ?  What evidence was presented?  What expert witnesses testified?    How persuasive was this evidence?  What was the verdict and sentence?  Were there any appeals?
How did this case change the field of forensic science ?  OR  How did this case go unsolved for so long?
Remember: Research, corroborate and cite your sources

Tips for your Power Point presentation :

Is the information well presented and well organized?
Is the presentation clear, focused and to the point?  
Is sufficient information given, without overwhelming the audience?
Are the slides clear, neat, easy to read, uncluttered, and free of spelling and punctuation errors?
Does it clearly present how this case changed forensic science or how the perpetrator evaded detection?
Use pictures to illustrate .  Unusually graphic or upsetting pictures must be cleared with the teacher before the presentation.  
Tips for your oral presentation :

It must be loud enough for everyone to hear.
The slides should be used as notes only (no reading directly off the slides).
The names/words should be pronounced correctly, without stumbling over the words.
Practice your presentation ahead of time.

Be prepared to answer questions posed by the class and teacher.
Be prepared !  The best way to insure a good presentation is to know your topic.
Bibliography: a written bibliography must be submitted on the due date - minimum of three sources must be noted in the proper format.
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Assessment sheet                                                                  revised 11/08
NAME_______________________________________________DATE________

ON TIME /LATE/ FIRST DAY__________________________










        points possible

points earned
A) Content of the presentation (80)



1)Who is involved in this case ?  The role of victim(s),

____10______
___________ perpetrator(s), investigators, family members, are explained. 

perp_______________________________________victim___________________________________

others______________________________________________________________________________

2)What happened ?   The who, what, where, when, why (motive),  ____20______
___________


attempts to cover up the crime, etc are overviewed. 

what______________________________________where_____________________________________

when______________________________________motive____________________________________

other________________________________________________________________________________

3) The type, and quality of the evidence is explained.  Where 
____10______
___________
appropriate comments are made on the collection and 

preservation of evidence. 







type of evidence_____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

quality of the evidence________________________________________________________________

4) The student explains the scientific techniques/instruments 

that were used to study the evidence. 



____15_______
___________
techniques/instruments used ____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

5) The student explains the legal/court procession of the case -Did 

this case go to trial ?  What happened ?  What evidence was 

presented and how persuasive was this evidence ?  What was

the verdict and sentence ?





____15_______
___________
legal procession_____________________________________________________________________

verdict and sentence_________________________________________________________________

6) The student gives a clear presentation of how this case 
____10_______
___________  changed forensic science or how the perp evaded detection for a long time.
 (This must be a slide)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Power Point presentation of a landmark case that changed forensic science
B) Power Point Presentation (50)

1)The information is well presented and well organized;

  ___10_______
___________ 

the presentation is clear, focused and to the point.



2)Sufficient info is given, not too much or too little.

  ____10______
___________  

3) Visuals: The slides are clear, neat, easy to read, and uncluttered..













  ____10_______
___________  
4)The slides are free of spelling, grammar
and 

              _____10_______
___________  
punctuation errors.
5)Uses pictures to illustrate.  Unusually graphic or upsetting 


pictures were cleared with the teacher before the presentation.       ___10_______
___________  

C) Oral presentation : (50)

1) The voice is clear and loud enough for everyone to hear. 
__10_______

___________  
2)The slides are used as notes only, without reading directly off   ___10_______
___________  

the slides.

3)The names/words are pronounced correctly, without stumbling ___5________
___________  over the words.

4)The student answers questions posed by the class and teacher  ___5_______

___________  

in a knowledgeable fashion.

5)The student is well prepared and the presentation flows well, 
___10_______
___________  without major pauses.  It is well paced.
6)The student keeps to the allotted time frame of a 

___10______

___________  

ten minute minimum
Bibliography: a written bibliography must be submitted on 

the due date.  Minimum of three sources must be noted.

___10_______
___________  








total points
__200_______
___________

GENERAL COMMENTS:
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Power Point presentation of a landmark case that changed forensic science
These cases have been successfully investigated by forensic science students :
Amber Alert

Andrews, Tommie Lee – DNA

Barboza, Joe – Witness Protection Program

Bell, Mary - murderer at the age of 11

Blandy, Mary - poisoning

Bloodsworth, Kirk- DNA evidence

Borden, Lizzie 
Browne and Kennedy - ballistics

Bundy, Ted – odontology

Camb, James – convicted of murder without finding the body of the victim

Chamberlain, Lindy – “Dingo Attack or Murder?”

Charles, Clyde (DNA) - released from prison based on DNA evidence

Chase, Richard - psychological profiling

Coors, Adolph III (victim) - soil layers

Coppolino, Carl – poisoning

Cotton, Ronald – exonerated by DNA evidence

Crafts, Richard - “Woodchipper Murder” 

Curley, Joanne  trace evidence – thallium poisoning timeline proven through hair

DeSalvo, Albert - psychological profiling gone wrong ? (the “Boston Strangler”)

Duffy, John - Psychological Profiling (Railway Rapist)

Fairley, Malcolm (“The Fox”)– trace evidence: paint chips

Flight 191 -  computer program to identify victims

Gacy, John Wayne - skeletal info

Genovese, Kitty(victim) passage of the Good Samaritan Law

Hauptmann, Bruno - handwriting and wood analysis, physical match (Lindbergh kidnapping)

Hendricks, David – time of death

Hiedemann, Gerd - forgery, Hitler’s  Diaries

Hussong, Brian- voice prints

Irving, Clifford- voice prints

Jack the Ripper – beginnings of psychological profiling

Jennings, Thomas – fingerprint testimony  

Jessica’s Law

Dr. Kevorkian - legal aspects of assisted suicide (Dr. Death)

Kuklinski, Richard - poisoning (The Ice Man), time of death
LaFarge, Marie - poisoning

List, John - Age Enhancement Technology and Psychological Profiling 

MacDonald, Jeffrey - fibers, hairs, physical march, blood types

Markov, Georgi (victim) - ricin poisoning

Megan’s Law

Mengele, Josef - Nazi Criminal identified using DNA and skeletal information
Power Point presentation of a landmark case that changed forensic science
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Cases have been successfully investigated by forensic science students :  cont’d
Metesky, George - Psychological Profiling (Mad Bomber)

Mitchell, James -- ballistics – computer generated animation and forensic acoustics

Mitnick, Kevin - computer crime

M’Naghton Ruling - insanity defense

Nickell, Stella - poisoning, product tampering, fingerprints

Noe, Marie - Munchausen by Proxy

Pan Am Flight 103 – change in Airline security procedures

Pitchfork, Colin - DNA 

Rablen, Eva - poisoning

Ramirez, Richard - fingerprinting technology (Night Stalker)

Francesca Rojas, Francesca - fingerprinting

Romanov, Anastasia (victim)- DNA

Ruxton, Buck - skeletal info and time of death

Sacco & Vanzetti – ballistics

Shawcross, Arthur - psychological profiling

Simpson, OJ - DNA,  courtroom cameras, footprints

Sheppard, Sam – pretrial/ trial publicity(“The Fugitive” is loosely based on this story)

Stratton brothers –fingerprint evidence
Stielow, Charles - ballistics

Tessnow, Ludwig - serology, blood evidence

Truscott, Steven – time of death

Webster, John White- skeletal

Williams, Wayne - fibers

Zeigler, W Thomas Jr – blood stain analysis

Other possible landmark case topics: (Not yet used- not “tried and true”)
Robert Douglas Knight - image enhancement technology of bloody fingerprints on cloth

John Toms - ballistics, fracture match

Kenneth Barlow-toxicology
Peter Griffiths- mass fingerprinting to catch the killer

Gordon Hay – odontological evidence

Carmine Calabro- odontological evidence

Jesse Watkins – ultraviolet light used to detect blood stains

William Jennings – forensic archeology

      William Dorr – trace evidence – coat button
John Vollman – neutron activation anlaysis of hair    John Joubert- trace evidence – rope strands
The following topics are not landmark cases, but these cases went unsolved for a prolonged period.  Instead of explaining the landmark nature, explain how the perpetrators were able to elude authorities for so long.  How did they avoid detection?
Marie Hilley – “the Black Widow” – toxicology

BTK

Gary Ridgeway – Green River Killer


Zodiac Killer

David Berkowitz – “Son of Sam”



Theodore Kaczynski – Unibomber 

Jeffrey Dahmer





Henry Lee Lucas
Edmund Kemper – “Coed Killer”



Brian David Mitchell – Elizabeth Smart
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Presentation of a landmark case that changed the field of forensics:

HAND THIS SHEET IN TODAY!

Today’s Date :

Topic: 

What resources did you use today ? List books (Title, author, publisher, date, pages) and websites.

What information did you find today?

What problems have you encountered ?

What is your next step ?

*********************************************** 
HAND THIS SHEET IN TODAY!

Topic:

Today’s date  :

What resources did you use today ? List books (Title, author, publisher, date, pages) and websites.

What new information did you find ?

What problems have you encountered ?

What is your next step ?


