Locality Research Paper

Part 1: They Say, I Say: a Dialogue between Sources
Part 2: Exploring the Writers’ Ideas, Interviews
Part 3: Observations, Inclusion of Additional Source Materials
Community 

Essays
“Why I Live Where I Live” by Harry Crews
“Pride” by Dagoberto Gilb

“My Ticket to Disaster” by Suzanne Burne
Follow-Up Questions

· Why do people live where they live? Is it a matter of choice?

· Does our kind of neighborhoods and style of houses agree with some people and not with others?

· Do people live here because of family or where they have been brought up, or because they have a job here?
· Why have many citizens remained here for so many years?
· Some people take pride in where they live because they feel a sense of connection to the land or the history of the area. Is that true in our community?

· Consider what ties you have to the community where you live. What does it mean to you, and others? If it means little to you or others, be prepared to explore those reasons.
· Think about a historical event that occurred in our community that is commemorated by a monument, statue, plaque, parade or gathering. What is this event, and what is its historical and emotional significance to you and others?  Does this symbol preserve a sense of community?

· What areas of town are historically significant?  Are they, or should they be preserved as historical sites?
· What person, past or present, has made an outstanding contribution to this community?

· How does the history of this area relate to the history of the state? How does the history of this area relate to the history of the country?

· What kind of contributions are the senior citizens (and/or veterans) making in our area?  Are they neglecting the community, or is the community neglecting them? 
· Is this locality a better place to live in now than in the past (or vice versa)?
· Do you want to live your adult life in this locality?  Explain why or why not.

· Do you see the community going the way the founding fathers intended?

· How does your community’s past intervene into its present and future?

Diversity
Essays

“Pride” by Dagoberto Gilb
“The American Neighborhood” by Richard Rodriguez
“Home Alone” by Erica Goode

Follow-Up Questions

· Discuss the issue of diversity (or lack of it) in our community. Focus on the people, classes and ethnicities, environment and other demographic details.

· Is your hometown diverse? What do you see as the risks and benefits of a diverse community?

· How are we to gauge whether the American Dream is truly available to all Americans, by looking at our community? Is race, religion, ethnicity, gender, or sexual orientation a factor? 

· Who are the recent immigrants to our community, and how can we account for their success, or lack of success? 

· Does racial stereotyping play a part in our community?
· What are the main factors that make a person successful in our community today? How important is the individual's race or ethnicity in that success? 

· Are there any neighborhoods in our community with a clear ethnic identity? What ethnic groups are represented in the community? What effect do ethnic groups have on the community?
· What prejudices and stereotypes about different racial, cultural, religious or economic groups do people in the community hold? Where do these prejudices and stereotypes come from? Do you think any of them are justified?
Social Problems
Essays

“Are the Homeless Crazy?”
“Prison Studies” by Malcolm X

Follow-Up Questions
· How did the economy and jobs of the past contribute to the community’s population and location?  Does this present a problem in today’s world?
· Is the present economy sufficient to enhance proper growth?

· What is the central issue or social problem facing this community today?

· How does this central issue or social problem of today differ from the issues & problems of 20-30 years ago?

· Are any of your ideas or beliefs threatened by the progress coming to the area?
· Is this area’s social climate adequate to meet people’s needs in the future?
· Is there adequate housing for all residents, including those with limited means?

· Are the social service programs meeting the needs of all residents?

· Is crime under control in this community?
Schools and Education
Essays

“When Bright Girls Decide That Math Is a Waste of Time” by Susan Jacoby
“America Needs Its Nerds” By Leonid Fridman

“Generation Q” by Thomas Friedman

“Prison Studies” by Malcolm X

“How Do We Find the Student in a World of Academic Gymnasts and Worker Ants?” by James T. Baker

Follow-Up Questions 
· Consider what ties you have to the school you attend. What does it mean to you, and others? If it means little to you or others, be prepared to explore those reasons.

· Is your school diverse? What do you see as the risks and benefits of a diverse school community?
· How do the students in our community perform in academic subject areas? Are their grades and abilities on par with the rest of the state and country? What accounts for this? 
· What is our educational system like in our community?
· What issues are most relevant to our students? What are the aspirations of our students? What are their problems and challenges?

· What part should young people play in the development of the local area?
Environment
Essays

“A Fable for Tomorrow” by Rachel Carson
“Shades of Green” by Jedediah Purdy
Follow-Up Questions 
· Does our climate, our kinds of neighborhoods, or our use of land agree with certain people and not with others?

· Some people take pride in where they live because they feel a sense of connection to the land. Is that true in your community?
· How has our use of the area’s geography affected our lives today?

· How do our water and sewer systems compare with those of the past? 

· How have land use, pollution, energy use, expectations of local government, and local groups’ efforts affected the preservation of our environment?
· Are there different classes of people in our community, or different parts of our community’s environment with specific features or functions? How would you divide your community in terms of people, sections, and functions?
· Describe a place in your community that has environmentally changed for better or worse. Contrast the place as it once was, with the way it is now. 
· How responsible are our community's corporations for protecting the environment? 
· Have there been any environmental problems in our community? Describe them. How do local citizens feel about these problems?
· How does a community's natural environment contribute to its "character"? Can the character of a community be manipulated for economic gain?
· How might preservation of a community's open space be negative, in terms of a lack of recreational opportunities such as restaurants, movie theaters, cultural opportunities, and so on. How much development is too much? Too little? Who should make the decisions?
