Performance Based Learning & Assessment Task:

Language is a Tool of Influence
Conceptual Lens: Power (120 Points)
Background:  Throughout this unit you have learned that language is a tool that can be used and abused to serve a variety of purposes.  You have considered how purpose and audience have implications for an author’s choice of form.  You have learned about many rhetorical devices and propaganda techniques.

Task:  Use all that you have learned to persuade an audience of your point of view, on a topic about which you are passionate.

Audience:  An authentic audience determined by you.

Purpose:  To demonstrate an understanding of rhetorical devices and propaganda techniques in order to be persuasive.

Procedures:

Part I- Planning Your Project

1. Select a topic about which you are passionate.

2. Decide on the appropriate audience for your product(s).

3. Clarify your points (reasons) and persuasive techniques (rhetorical devices, propaganda, language) by considering your audience, purpose, and topic.
Part II- The Letter
4. Write a letter that will attempt to persuade your audience to your point of view.  Be mindful of the Six Traits Criteria defined on the Assessment List.
5. Properly address an envelope in order to mail your letter to your intended audience.

Part III- A Second Product
6. Create a second product that will also attempt to persuade your audience; this product may not be in the same form as the first (i.e. Letter).
Part IV – Craft Report (Product Reflection)
7. Write a Craft Report / Entry Slip for each product, in which you describe the intentional choices that you made throughout the entire process.  What tools did you use? What decisions did you make?

Project Due on Friday, November 13, 2009 in class and uploaded to Turnitin.com
Required:
· Second product is printed

· Two clean copies of the letter are printed and error free

· Properly addressed envelope to your intended audience is included (NOT sealed)

· Assessment list is completed thoughtfully and thoroughly
Assessment List:

Language is a Tool of Influence

Conceptual Lens: Power (120 Points)

Letter
	Element
	Points Possible
	Self
	Teacher

	                                                    Ideas 

	The letter presents a meaningful, in-depth argument.
	10
	
	

	                                              Organization

	The introduction contains an engaging hook and effective background information. It ends with a clear thesis.
	5
	
	

	The body paragraphs each contain specific, effective support that is well integrated.
	10
	
	

	The conclusion ties the examples together (and to the thesis) and then goes on to discuss the so what, leaving your reader thinking.
	5
	
	

	                                                    Voice

	Voice is passionate and compelling, but not overdone, and appropriate for the audience.
	10
	
	

	                                              Word Choice

	The letter makes use of rhetorical devices, propaganda techniques, and other persuasive language.
	10
	
	

	                                                 Fluency

	The letter flows smoothly and does not have awkward constructions.
	5
	
	

	                                              Conventions

	The letter is essentially free of spelling, punctuation and grammar errors.
	5
	
	

	Total
	60
	
	


Second Product
	Element
	Points Possible
	Self
	Teacher

	The product presents a meaningful argument.

	10
	
	

	The message of the product is clear.

	10
	
	

	The product is compelling, but not overdone, and the form is appropriate for the audience.
	10
	
	

	The product makes use of rhetorical devices, propaganda techniques, or other persuasive language.
	10
	
	

	Total
	40
	
	


Craft Report / Entry Slips
	Element
	Points Possible
	Self
	Teacher

	The craft report / entry slip about the letter is specific and reflective.
	10
	
	

	The craft report / entry slip about the second product is specific and reflective.
	10
	
	

	Total
	20
	
	


	Total Score for the Performance Task

	120
	
	


Planning Your Project:

Language is a Tool of Influence

Conceptual Lens: Power (120 Points)

LETTER
1. Choose a topic you are passionate or upset about.  Write the topic in the space below.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Determine who the intended audience for your letter is.  Write your audience in the space below. Include their mailing address if it is known.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What do you want to persuade your audience to believe in? What change(s) do you hope to inspire and see as a result of your project?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. CONTENT: (What am I saying?) What points do you plan to make to persuade your audience to your point of view? Write them in the space below.

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. FORM: (How am I saying it?) What rhetorical devices, propaganda techniques or other persuasive language do you plan on using in your letter? Write them in the space below.

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
