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SOPHOMORE HONORS ENGLISH

QUEST FOR MEANING AND TRUTH

Demian – Chapters 1-6 Test

INSTRUCTIONS:  Respond to FIVE of the following in complete, detailed sentences.  Answer all parts of the question.  (100 points)

1.  Why does Sinclair state in the opening chapter, “I think Kromer’s whistle would frighten me even today if I suddenly heard it again”?  What was the whistle calling Sinclair to do and how does it represent the emergence of conflict in his childhood world?

2.  Analyzing the story of the two thieves crucified with Christ, Demian asserts about the second thief, “He follows his destiny to its appointed end and does not turn coward and forswear the devil who has aided and abetted him until then.  He has character…”  How does this interpretation of the Crucifixion illustrate Demian’s view of the Cain and Abel story?  How does Sinclair respond to Demian’s view?  

3.  While at boarding school, Sinclair has a powerful dream in which he states, “In the end he [Demian] obliged me to eat a coat of arms!  When I swallowed it, I felt to my horror the heraldic bird was coming to life inside of me, had begun to swell up and devour me from within.”  What is the significance of the coat of arms?  Why is Demian involved in the dream?  What significance does Sinclair’s internalization of the bird have in relation to his personal journey?

4.  Who is Beatrice and what is her role in Sinclair’s “reformation”?  Consider this question in terms of the spiritual and creative impact she has on Sinclair.  Why does Sinclair ultimately “replace” her with thoughts of Abraxas.

5.  Explain the significance of the note Sinclair receives stating, “The bird fights its way out of the egg.  The egg is the world.  Who would be born must first destroy a world.  The bird flies to God.  That God’s name is Abraxas.”  Characterize Abraxas as deity.  How is Abraxas different from the God that Sinclair embraced in his childhood?  Be very specific.

6.How does Pistorious serve as a mentor figure to Sinclair?  What does it mean when he says that most people “shed their wings and prefer to walk and obey the law”?  How does he separate Sinclair from those other “bipeds” and “fish”?  Why then, does Sinclair separate from Pistorious?  Explain this in terms of his development.

7.  Who is Knauer, why does he seek out Sinclair, and how does Sinclair respond to him?  What is significant about Knauer’s role in Sinclair’s reformation.    
