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English III: American Literature
Research Project: Critical Essay on

Richard Wright’s Black Boy
Background
There are as many ways to read a piece of literature as there are readers.  Throughout this year, we have explored various works of literature through the Psychoanalytic, Feminist, African American, and most recently, the Marxist critical lenses.  Even when we as learners all focused our gaze through a common lens, our readings and understandings differed.  Different symbols spoke most loudly and insistently to individual readers, relaying messages about each text’s most dominant theme.  And yet, one of the most cited criteria for evaluating the quality of literature as a work of art is that it expresses a “universal” theme.  

So, is Richard Wright’s Black Boy an example of high quality literature?  Does it broadcast a universal theme, a message about the human condition (or what it means to be human), that can be picked up by a large, diverse audience?  How is this message crafted and transmitted and to what effect? 
Task
Your task is to examine this “autobiography” first through all four of the critical lenses we have studied so far this year, and then through the borrowed eyes and expertise of at least three literary critics, who set their sights on understanding the artful purpose of Black Boy, in an effort to develop and defend (and persuade others of the efficacy or value of) your own best reading of this work.
Audience
Your fellow learners: students of your class and Ms. Kelly

Purpose
To formulate your own best reading of Black Boy, and

To justify this reading by citing evidence from the text itself, as well as, other critic’s published essays.

Procedure

1. Work in a trio or pair in class and for homework on Thursday and Friday, March 15-16 to find evidence of concepts related to your assigned critical lens (African American, Feminist, Marxist, or Psychoanalytic) in Black Boy and make inferences about these quoted examples and begin to draw conclusions about the meanings or themes they support.

2. Present the evidence and application of your critical lens to Black Boy and write notes about your classmates’ presentations in class on Monday, March 19.

3. Read through all of your presentation notes about the application of all four critical lenses and free write about the following questions: What do you think is the “universal” or dominant theme of Black Boy?  How is this message expressed effectively and artistically? (This free write will be collected in class Tuesday, March 20).

4. A writing conference is a requirement for this project.  You are responsible for setting up and attending a writing conference at any stage of the writing process, from prewriting through rewriting, you choose.  However, conferences scheduled during the early stages of writing are encouraged as they head off potential problems.
5. Conduct research in the Computer Lab/Media Center and find at least 3 critical essays that relate in some way, through agreement or disagreement, to your own theories about Black Boy.  In class time will be provided for this purpose on two occasions (Block E: Wed. & Thur, March 21 & 22; Block F: Tues. & Fri, March 20 & 23) but additional time outside of class may be necessary.

6. Write notes about each of the (three or more) critical essays you chose on the Research Notes graphic organizer provided and use a citation generator (available under “Cite Those Sources!” on our media center’s website) to create a Works Cited page.  Your notes and Works Cited page are due in class on Wed., March 28.

7. Complete an outline of your paper using the Persuasive Planning Sheet graphic organizer  by Fri., Mar. 30.

8. The first draft of your research project is due in class on Tues., April 3.

9. The final draft, between 3 and 5 pages in length, is due in class on Thurs., April 5.

10.   Feel a huge sense of accomplishment for a job well done!

Total Point Value of this Research Project = 200

Total Point Value of this Process = 100

	Step
	Description
	Point Value
	Earned Points

	1.
	Your presentation notes on a critical lens
	10
	

	2.
	Your notes on your classmates’ presentations
	10
	

	3.
	Free Write
	10
	

	4.
	Writing Conference
	10
	

	5.
	Research Notes
	20
	

	6.
	Works Cited page
	10
	

	7.
	Outline
	10
	

	8.
	First Draft
	20
	


Total Point Value of the Final Product = 100
	Elements:
	Possible Points
	Self Assessment
	Teacher Assessment

	The introduction includes:

· an engaging general introductory statement,

· relevant background information, and

· a clear thesis statement and transition to main reasons
	10
	
	

	The first argument paragraph contains:

· a clear topic sentence that states the reason and

· elaboration that clearly and persuasively backs this reason.
	10
	
	

	The second argument paragraph contains:

· a clear topic sentence that states the reason and

· elaboration that clearly and persuasively backs this reason.
	10
	
	

	The third argument paragraph contains:

· a clear topic sentence that states the reason and

· elaboration that clearly and persuasively backs this reason.
	10
	
	

	The rebuttal paragraph(s) contains:

· a clear topic sentence that states the opposing view,

· a clear rebuttal that counters this opposing view, and

· elaboration that backs up this rebuttal clearly and persuasively.
	20
	
	

	The conclusion includes:

· the main points paraphrased,

· a restatement of the thesis, and

· a “so what?” or a call to action.
	10
	
	

	Textual and critical references are meaningfully selected, clearly introduced, smoothly integrated, carefully analyzed with their relevance explicitly explained, and the author and page # (text) or year (critical essay) are cited parenthetically.
	20
	
	

	Transitions between paragraphs are fluid and natural.
	5
	
	

	Grammar and mechanics are near perfect.
	5
	
	


