Performance Based Learning & Assessment Task:

My American Heritage
Background:  Major events in history impact our heritage.  The story of your family, from the time of their arrival in the United States, has been shaped by these monumental events. 
Task:  You will compile a photo album detailing the story of your family.  It will contain the following sections: 
· Family Tree

· Immigration

· Family History

· Impact of History on Your Heritage
The album will include your written text along with any documents, photographs, drawings, school work, or artifacts that your family deems appropriate to enhance the project. 
Audience:  Your audience will include the present & future generations of your family.

Purpose:  To show the relevance of history in our lives; to realize the importance of family; to recognize that like countries, families have their own unique histories.
Procedures:

Part I- Family Tree Due February __, 2010
1. Complete the Interview Sheets to gather detailed information about family your members.
2. Include the required information for each interview: date of birth, place of birth, where he/she lived, education, job history, marriage(s) [Incl. full names & dates], children [Incl. full names & dates], major personal & historical events, hobbies & interests.
3. Before you hand in this information, you should check with each person you interviewed so that the information is accurate and appropriate.
4. Create a Family Tree using the gathered information.  You may produce a hand-written or computer-generated Family Tree.
Part II- Immigration Due March __, 2010
5. Describe the journey your family took to America.
6. Answer the following questions:
· When did they come to America?

· From where did they come?

· Why did they come?

· What problems did they face in America?

· How has your Immigrant Heritage influenced the family today (ex. holidays, language, food)?

Part III- History of Your Family Due April __, 2010
7. Explain the history of your family, keeping in mind that all families are different.  Be sure to address the following areas if they apply to your situation:
· Mom’s side of the family

· Dad’s side of the family

· Your nuclear family: mom, dad, siblings, yourself

· Special people that have impacted your life:

· Teachers

· Friends

· Historical figures

· Relatives

· Major events in your life:

· Personal

· Historical
· Your American Dream

Part IV – The Impact of History on Your Heritage Due May __, 2010
8. Explain the impact that history has had on your heritage.  Be sure to address the following areas:

· Wars

· Laws

· Economics (ex. The Great Depression)

· Domestic Events (ex. Civil Rights Movement, Women’s Rights)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notes:
Your finished product will be due on June __, 2010.  It will serve as the Final Exam for this class.
· We will be working on this project in the Computer Lab every Friday of the Second Marking Period.
· Each month a portion of the paper will be handed in, beginning in February.
· The final product should be in a photo album.
· The photo album’s cover should include your Family Crest.  This crest can be established or designed by you.  It should represent the characteristics of your family.
Assessment List:

My American Heritage
	Element
	Points Possible
	Self
	Teacher

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	


