Advanced Placement United States History
Pomperaug High School 2009-2010

Welcome to Advanced Placement United States History.  The AP program in United States History is designed to provide students with the analytical skills, factual knowledge, and enduring understandings necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States history. The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses. Students should learn to assess historical materials—their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance—and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.

In the course you will learn the story of the United States from its beginning to today. You will also learn to assess and use historical materials. Because of the amount of material we have to cover it is important that we get a good start before the school year begins.

Summer Reading Assignment

1. Obtain and read the three texts (available at bookstores or on-line stores).  
· Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History Textbook Got Wrong   (2007)   James Loewen
· Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation  (2002) Joseph J. Ellis

· The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-1789 (Oxford History of the United States) (2007) Robert Middlekauff

2. The general premise of Lies My Teacher Told Me is about bias in history texts.  Specifically that if texts were honest about historical issues and the flaws of America's heroes, students would be left with the impression that America is a nation forever learning and improving and that its best days are still not here.   We will be looking at this “bias” found in two texts (and save the argument over “better days” for another occasion.)
3. In a typed, double-spaced essay, you will be comparing/contrasting two texts and how they cover key figures from history.  
a. You are to choose two of the following individuals from early American history:  Jefferson, Washington, Adams, Madison, Hamilton and Franklin.  Using Founding Brothers and Glorious Cause, you will need to characterize how each of the two texts covers both of the individuals you have selected.  
b. The examination should consider Loewen’s concept of heroification, to what extent each of the texts commends or vilifies, and speculation as to reasons as to why this is done in each of the texts.

c. A rough draft of this essay will be handed in on the first day of class with the final copy due shortly thereafter.  

Please sign and return this slip to as AP US History Teacher by Friday, 19 JUN 2009.

I understand that expectations of the AP United States History course and the summer reading assignment.  I accept the responsibilities of this course.  I also understand that if I do poorly on my first examination, it is possible that my teacher, my parents/guardians, and I will revisit my decision to remain in AP US History.
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