California, Here We Come!
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Keep your eyes and ears open, for this spring, Pomperaug Theatre Company will be taking you on a journey to old time Hollywood.  The spring 2010 production of Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman’s first collaboration, 1930s Broadway smash hit, Once In A Lifetime, a hilarious romp through the early days of talking pictures, will tickle your satirical funny bone from beginning to end as it reminds many of you of the great film musical of a later era, Singing in the Rain.
The play starts in the winter of 1928, when the big news is the whopping success of Al Jolson in The Jazz Singer, the first talking picture. An out-of-work vaudeville trio — sarcastic but good-hearted May Daniels (Nina Paganucci), her fast-talking sometime boyfriend Jerry Hyland (Michael Calandro), and their slightly dopey, but loveable partner George Lewis (Tristan Mayes) — decide to make their fortune in Hollywood. The only problem is that they don't know what they're going to do out there. That's all right: No one in Hollywood knows what they’re doing either.  The trio pretends to be a team of vocal coaches, and, with the help of gossip columnist, Helen Hobart (Elizabeth Semple), they find themselves working for Herman Glogauer (Jay Purwin), the scatterbrained producer behind Glogauer Pictures, a man who had the brilliant idea NOT to go into talking pictures. Meanwhile, Glogauer’s much put-upon receptionist, Miss Leighton (Lindsey Tuttle), is dealing with an angry writer, Lawrence Vail (Dan Dressel), whom she thinks is a drunken maniac.  Mistakenly thinking that dimwitted George is a visionary genius, Glogauer makes him head of production, but George produces the worst picture ever made, staring his equally dopey sweetheart, Susan Walker (Sarah McVerry) – whose skill at reciting bad poetry could cause a corpse to wish it were even more dead – and her doting but dense stage mother (Tessa Newell).  Yet, despite the many failings of its heroes, somehow, this comic satire has a classic Hollywood-style happy ending.

 Rehearsals are in full swing, with cast and crew working diligently to make this satirical comedy shine.  Performance dates for Once In A Lifetime are Friday May 7th and Saturday May 8th at 7:30 p.m., & Sunday, May 9th at 2:30 p.m.. Stay tuned for more details, and do check out our website: www.pomperaug.com/organizations/theatre.

